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SONORA EXPRESS 


STERRA RAILROAD ENGINE NUMBER THREE AT STANDARD CITY 
HEADING A RAILWAY & LOCOMOTIVE HISTORICAL SOCIETY'S 
RAILFAN EXCURSION TO TUOLUMNE ON MAY 24, 1947, 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Your editor is using a some- 
what different format this issue 
to get the wealth of material 
available into this issue, 

Thanks to the many who wrote 
about the Palo Alto street car 
issue, 


PUBLICATIONS 


A third supplement to Ira 
Swett's PACIFIC ELECTRIC ALL- 
TIME-ROSTER arrived some time 
back. It should be secured as 
its ten pages and 96 photos br- 
ing the data up to date. It is 
50¢ from Ira L. Swett, 1414-S, 
Westmoreland, Los Angeles 6, Cal. 

SC-ERA's monthly "Timepoints" 
is now available to non-members 
at $1.50 per year. Nicely mult- 
lithed it specializes in elect- 
ric news, Laurenee Veysey, 

1777 "Yale Station, New Haven, 
Conn, 
R.I.P. We have at hand the 
news that Central Ele- 
ctric Railfans, Chicago, I11. 
are discontinuing their public- 
ations, There must be a better 
reason than the excuse given, 


A- RAILFAN REPORTS 


V&T depots at Gold Hill, Vir- 
ginia City and Carson City still 
standing. Engine 27 and some 
cars still stored at Carson City 
engine house (owned by Nevada 
Day Committee'for display). 

Tonopah & Goldfield depot at 
Tonopah still standing. Depot 
at Goldfield has been moved and 
is now a bar. 

Bullfrog & Goldfield depot 
at Amagosa Springs now a fill- 
ing station, 

Las Vegas & Tonopah depot 
at Rhyolite now a combination 
bar and museum, 

Ruby H ill RR #1 is on dis- 
play at Last Frontier Hotel, Las 
Vegas, Nevada. - Fred Williams 





RAILROAD EXCURSION 


OCTOBER 21 Bay Area Electric 
—e £8 planning a tris 
over the Key System in its ex- 
Sacramento Northern 1005. As 
planned it will cover all the 
Key lines'with numerous pict- 
ure stops. Fare between $3 
and $5. For information write 
Addison H.-Laflin, Jr., 2119 
Marin Ave., Berkeley 7, Calif, 


NOVEMBER 4 Cal-Nevada will oper. 
“ate a trip over the 
SP's Placerville Branch connect- 
ing with regular trains at Sac- f 
ramento, Open cars will be used 

on the branch and arrangements 

are being made for a trip on the 


Camino Placerville & Lake Tahoe 
Railroad. Steam power will be 
used over the now all-diesel 
branch. Fare $9.25 from the 
Bay Area; $4.25 from Sacramento. 
Tickets from S.P. ticket offices 
or Don-Hedgpeth, Jr., 1201 29th 
Avenue, San Francisco 22, Calif, 


@ Clubs 


Both the Bay Area Electric 
Railroad Ass'n and the Southern 
California Division ERA had 
trips over the Northern District 
of the Pacific Electric im car 
1299 recently. 

The Northern Cal had a very 
interesting trip over the Cal- 
Western September 16ththough 
the trip was far from sold out. | 

Northern Cal's “annual Dinner 
will be held in the railroad 
diner at 3rd & Townsend this 
year with the help of a carter. 

The September meetings of the 
Railway & Loco and Cal-Nevada 
were held jointly at the Mills 
building--second time this year. 
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Top - Arcata & Mad River R.R. engine #12 recently 
purchased from the Hammond Lumber Company- Wm Dessert 
Middle - Pacific Electric car 969 cut down for use 

on the Oak Knoll line farewell. - Stuart Liebman 
Bottom - Granite Rock Co., Logan, Calif., new diesel 
#100 used to switch cars at the SP interchange.-Luther 
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HETCH-HETCHY AND YOSEMITE VALLEYS RAILWAY OF CALIFORNIA 





The Hetch-Iletchy and Yosem- 
ite Valleys Railway of Califor- 
nia was chartered in 1900 as a 
common carrier railroad corpor- 
ation. It was projected to run 
from Carters (now called Toulumne) 
to the Hetch-Iletchy and Yosemite 
Valleys, 75 miles, a branch from 
Nashton to Calaveras Big Trees, 
25 miles, and other branches, 25 
miles, 

It was a kindred corporation 
to the West Side Flume and Lum- 
ber Co, both corporations having 
the same set of officers, The 
West Side Lumber And Fl 


West Side Flume & Lumber Co, 
owned about 50,000 acres of tim- 
ber land and a saw mill at Car- 
ters. The West Side Flume & 
Lumber Company became the West 
Side Lumber Company in 1903. 

The Iletch-Hetchy & Yosemite 
Valleys Ry had completed 25 mil- 
es of 3 foot guage line on 40 
lb steel up to June-30, 1901 and 
owned 5 locomotives, 1 passenger 
car and 130 freight cars. 

The railroad penetrated a 
country rich in timber and in 
gold bearing ledges, and while 
it operated primarily for the 
West Side's lumber mill it also 
supplied the mines with vital 
transportation, 

The line connected with the 
Sierra Railway of California at 
Toulumne and 1918 circulars of 
the Sierra speak of the connect- 
ion for both freight and passen- 
gers. 

The railroad was listed by 
the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion and its records show that 
in 1925 the Pickering Lumber Co, 
took over the West Side Lumber 
Company as the operating corp- 
oration, In 1926 the Pickering 
Lumber Company took over the 
railroad and the title Hetch- 
Iletchy & Yosemite Valley Rail- 
way disappeared from the ICC 
records, 


The engines were lettered 
Pickering Lumber Company up to 
1934 when due to a reorganisat- 
ion of the Pickering Lumber the 
West Side properties were turn- 
ed back 'to the West Side Lumber 
Company. 

The trackage has moved a lot 
over the years as is common on 
lumber lines, but the present 
operations consist of some 75 
miles of track. 





Narrow Gauge Locomotives 





1 Heisler 2T Heisler #1038 1899 
15x12 36 160 14000 74000 
sold Swayne Lumber #5 
scrapped in 1940 

Heisler 2T Heisler # 1899 
15x12 36 160 14000 74000 

3 Heisler 2T- Heisler #1041 1900 
15x12 36 160 14000 74000 
converted to standard 
gauge in 1948, 

4 Heisler 2T Heisler #1049 1901 
15x12 36 160 14000 74000 
scrapped in 1950. 

5 Shay 3c-2T Lima #730 1902 
12x12 32 180 24100 110000 
scrapped in 1950, 

6 Shay 3c-2T Lima #817 1903 
12x12 32 180 24100 110000 
scrapped 

7 Shay 3c-3T Lima #2465 1911 
11x12 32 200 25900 120000 
ex-Butte & Plumas- #4 

8 Shay 3c-3T Lima #3176 
12x15 34 200 36150 

9 Shay 3c-3T Lima #3199 
12x15 34 200 36150 

Shay 3c-3T Lima #3315 
12x15 34 200 36150 

Shay 3c-3T Lima #3302 
11x12 32 200 25830 133500 
ex-Swayne Lumber Co. #6 

Shay 3c-3T Lima #2885 1916 
11x12 32 200 25830 117000 
ex-Oklahoma Portland Cem- 
ent #1, Sierra Nevada Wood 
& Lumber #10, Hobart Est- 
ate Co. #10. 

Shay 3c-3T Lima #2645 1913 
11x12 32 200 25830 118000 
ex-Sierra-Nevadda Wood & 
Lumber #9, Hobart Estate 
Co. -#9% 

Engines 2, 3, 4, Sn oe 
and 10 lettered “Pickering Lumber 
Co." during operation of West Side 
by that company 1925-1934, 


1922 
154400 


10 
12 


14 


15 


Standard Gauge Locomotives 





1 Heisler 2T Heisler #1036 1899 
16-3/4x14 40 160 20000 100000 
ex-Sierra Railway #9, Picker- 
ing Lumber #8 

3 Heisler 2T see n.g. #3 above 


Pickering #14, 
4-4-0, operated at the West 


Side mill during Pickering oper- 


ation, but was not taken over 
by West Side. - D. S. RICHTER 
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WEST SIDE LUMBER COMPANY engines numbers 2, 6 and 12 


taken at Tuolumne, California. 


- Francis Guido 


The Western Railroader @ Page Five 





Obituaries 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCRAPPINGS 





1100 
1112 
1116 
1130 
1134 
1154 
1159 
1167 
1179 
1194 
1201 
1204 
1206 
1207 
1644 
1674 
1707 
2106 
2178 
2403 
2405 
2406 
2412 
2415 
2417 
2420 
2422 
2424 
2444 
2540 
2561 
2573 
2601 
2608 
2623 
2646 
2651 
2661 
2663 
2766 
2915 
3120 
3125 
3128 
3129 
3202 
3215 
3219 
3500 
3502 
3503 
3505 
3506 


3507 
3508 
3509 
3931 
4388 
4390 


OTHER SCRAPS 
Spreckles Sugar Co, 
1085 sold Purdy Co. 8/21 


sold Nat. Metal LA 8/31 
sold Ilyman Michaels SF 8/21 
sold Luria Bros SF 8/3 
scrapped Portland 7/24 
scrapped L.A. 7/17 

sold Purdy Bros SF 8/21 
scrapped Sacramento 7/10 
sold Purdy Bros LA 8/31 
sold Luria Bros LA 8/31 
sold Luria Bros SF 8/3 

sold Luria Bros SF 8/3 

sold Luria Bros SF 8/3 
scrapped L.A. 7/24 

sold Luria Bros SF 8/3 

sold Purdy Bros SF 8/21 
scrapped Tucson 2/23 

sold Hyman Michaels-SF 8/21 
scrapped Tucson 2/26 
scrapped San Diego 5/3 

sold Luria Bros SF 8/21 
sold Luria Bros SF 8/21 
sold Ilyman Michaels SF 8/21 
scrapped Tucson 7/23 

sold Luria Bros SF 8/21 
sold Nat. Metal LA 8/31 
sold Purdy Bros SF 8/21 
sold Purdy Bros SF 8/21 
sold Hyman Michaels LA 8/31 
sold Easten Iron LA 8/31 
sold Easten Iron LA 8/31 
sold Hyman Michaels SF 8/31 
scrapped Tacson 2/23 
scrapped L.A. 7/30 

scrapped Sacramento 2/13 
sold Cal. Metals Oak. 8/21 
sold Luria Bros SF 8/21 
sold Cal. Metals Oak, 8/21 
sold Hyman Michaels LA 8/31 
sold Purdy Bros LA 9/4 

sold Luria Bros SF 8/21 
sold Luria Bros SF 8/21 
sold Luria Bros SF 8/31 
sold Purdy Bros SF 8/21 
sold Hyman Michaels SF 8/21 
sold Luria Bros LA 8/21 
sold Hyman Michaels SF 8/21 
sold Purdy Bros LA 9/4 

sold Cal, Metals SF 8/31 
scrapped Sacramento 7/19 
soid Easten Iron LA 8/31 
sold Ii yman Micheels LA 8/31 
sold Purdy Bros LA 9/4 
scrapped Sacramento 7/27 


scrapped L.A, 2/14 

scrapped L.A. 6/29 

sold Luria Bros LA 8/31 
sold Nat. Metal LA 8/31 
sold Luria Bros SF 9/13 
sold Ilyman Michaels SF 8/31 
All sold for scrapping. 





HEAVY POWER ON PENINSULA 





Francisco-San Jose ser- 
vice have grown to as 
many as 14 cars with 4300 


Peak trains on SP's San 


type engines in regular 
service, Train #132 with 14 
cars has had a 4400 type "Day- 
light" engine quite frequently, 
There are very few Pacific's 
and Ten-wheelers are only seen 
in local freight service, 


"SUNTAN" SEES BIGGEST DAY 








SP's "Suntan" operation to 


Santa Cruz saw its largest group [> 


ever handied to Santa Cruz on 
Sunday, August 12th. Engine 
4365 headed 13 cars with 702 
passengers out of Oakland; 4356 
headed 15 cars and 937 passeng- 
ers out of San Francisco and 
4449 headed 18 cars with 1298 
passengers out of San Francisco, 
The specials were double- 
headed out of Watsonville Jct, 
and Santa Cruz yards saw 46 cars 
and six engines. -Returning the 








specials were 2nd, 3rd and 4th 
sections of train 71, First* two 
speciais listed were the S.P. 
picnic, third was regular Suntan, 





GRANITE ROCK REPORT 

On the lower level at Logan 
Granite Rock is using their nev 
diesel*and steam engine #10, 
0-6-0T, but engine #9, 0-4-0T, 
is off on a’ siding covered with 
berry vines. Up on the-hill 
narrow gauge 0-4-0T's 2, 3 and 
4 as well as a Plymouth diesel 
are out of service, though’ they 
may possibly be used again. 

see picture - Michael Luthe 











WESTERN PACIFIC RAILROAD 
172 scrapped Purdy SSF 8/16 
178 scrapped Purdy SSF 8/1 
180 scrapped Purdy SSF 9/21 
302 scrapped Purdy SSF 7/25 
316 scrapped Purdy SSF 9/17 
This is in addition to those 
WP engines sold to Luria Bros 
which were scrapped at Purdy's 
yard at South San Francisco 
listed in previous issues, 
--- "Ed. Wrrer" 
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SOUTHERN pa Fit 























Top « “Southern Pacific #1" at Taylor Yard, Los Ang- 
eles, 1951, Really S.D.& A.E. #1. - Liebman 

Middle ~ SP-4449 on "Suntan"-with 18 cars at Burling- 
ame, Calif., August 12, 1951. - Fred Stindt 

Bottom - SP 4600-4700-° “cow and caif" two-unit diesel 
at Willits on the N.W.P, Sept. 16, 1951 - Guido 
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SAN FRANCISCO NEWS 


CAL CABLE MUNI SETTLEMENT BRIGHT 








OCEAN AVENUE TRACK RENEWAL 


The long awaited track recon- 
struction on Ocean Avenue is now 
underway, For a day Muni tried 
to store cars on lower Market- 
to avoid going to Geneva barn, 
but newspaper protests forced 
the cars back to the barns, 

Plans to take up the Van 
Ness Avenue car tracks have 
been postponed as they are be- 
ing used as a ground return 
for the new 47 trolley bus 
line. 

With the start of Ocean Ave 
work the Brighton branch of the 
K line was discontinued as of 
August 19, 1951, 





OAKLAND TERMINAL BUYS 
KEY SYSTEM “LOWER YARD" 

The portion of the Key System 
shops just East of the SP under 
pass and West of the A line has 
been purchased by the Oakland 
Terminal (WP-AT&SF). This is 
the area in which most of the 
Bay Area Electric's wars are 
stored including the recently 
acquired Key 495 (SN 1005), 
Oakland Terminal uses two SN 
freight motors as well as its 
own diesel for switching to 
industries on the Key, 


LUMBER & SHORT LINES 

Loraine Valley #8, 3 truck 
Heisler, was the engine report- 
ed scrapped in a recent issue, 

Cal Western 21, 2-6-2, has 
been sold and delivered to a 
company in Mexico, 

Cal Western is working on 
a 2 mile relocation in the can- 
yon as part of its plan to el- 
iminate as many bridges as 
possible, 

Santa Fe 798, 2-8-0, is being 
used as a stationary boiler for 
a Modesto canning plant. M&ET 
steam engines 7, 8 and 9 have 
been used for this service, but 
were not large enough for this 
job. - Al Rose, 


As of this writing it appears as if 
the City of San Francisco and the Cal 
Cable have arrived at a deal for purch. 
San ase of the cable railroad by the city 
for $138,000. 
hoped, the cars may be running by mid- 
October, 
ing of cutting the cable lines back a 


year or so hense west and south of Cal. 
= ifornia and Ilyde Streets. 


If all goes as well as 


The Muni management is talk. 





PE SETS END NORTHERN DISTRICT 


Passenger service on 
PE's Northern District 
is scheduled to end on 
Sept. 30, 1951 accord- 
to notices now posted, 
Pasadena Short Line, Sierra 
Vista Local and Glendora line — 
will end with early Sunday 
morning service, 

A suprise and welcome news 
is that the PE 1100's have fou- 
nd a home in Buenos Aires where 
they will replace older cars in 
that city's subway system. They 
are now at Long Beach awaiting 
shipment, ; 























ODDS & ENDS 


Fort Collins Muni ended its 
barney operations June 30, 1951 
ending street car service in 
Colorado. 

Sacramento Northern has 
recovered motor 650 and the 21 
car train which fell with Lisbon 
trestle, but the rebuilding of 
the trestle is still in doubt, 

The state Public Utilities 
Commission is "investigating" 
the Key System again 





0) 
STEAM ON TIDEWATER SOUTHERN =* 


Mid-August saw Tidewater Sou- 
thern 132 again in service on 
its home road after a two-year 
absence. It operated for about 
a month during the fruit rush 
between Stockton and Aurora, on 
the northern edge of Modesto. 
It backed down from'Stockton and SA 
returned head first. - Al Rose 





Tidewater Southern diesel - 
#142 has been renumbered 742, a 
and probably the others have ol 
also been renumbered--don't 
know. -- Al Rose 
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